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2nd edition 
THEATRE SEATING PLANS 


1 edition of this popular 
w ready Ihe new edition (1 
8) pages) has been greatly 
ind improved, Over halt 
ins have been altered since tl 
edition Three more theat: 
“cn idded (Sadler's Well 
ourt, and The Arts) and tw 
t halls (Royal Albert Hall 
ore Hall) making a total of 
Ihe book ilso contan 
new f iM [THEATRE MEMOQOR 
IES y Frances Stephens, Editor of 
THEATRE Wort-b, in which she 
Sst successes a 
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A SAVING OF 35s. 6d. 
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interests you the 
THEATRE BOOK CLUB 
oY will prove a bvon. 
Members buy out- 
standing books published from 25s. 


to 12s. 6d. for only 7s. 6d. 
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Mays “BUILDING A CHARACTER,” 
by C. STANISLAVSKE. _ Brilliant 
exposition of stage technique’ by 
theatrical genius. Published at 15s... 
a saving of 7s. 6d. 


julys * THEATRE OF TWO DEC- 
ADES,” by Audrey Williamson. Out- 
Standing historian’s fine account of 
English theatre. 51 pages illustrations. 
Published at 25s., a saving of 17s. 6d. 


sept: * ALEC GUINNESS,” by Ken 
neth Tynan. Critical study by provo- 
cative writer. 72 plates. Published 
at 12s. 6d., a saving of Ss 


la 
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Members have the privilege of buying past 
selections in stock at the special Club price 
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me a 1 membe eT 


non 
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(6 books) $7.00 for U.S.A 
I enclose £1 3s. 6d. for six months 
subscription (3 hooks 
I will pay on receipt o 
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In addition to supplying make-up to the cast 
[he King and I,” Max Factor Hollywood were 


privileged to advise on all pecial make-up effects for this highly successful 


Musical. Due to over 40 years of intens ve pionec 


ring and development, 
Max Factor products are, today. the favourites of t vorld’s stage, 


creen and television stars, as well as of millions of women 


of all ages, in every walk of life 
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New Shows Reviewed 


“ Serious Charge ” 
|' unusual for at 

oO unlike each other 
tir ii nev 


PI 


Patrick 
McGoohan 


who gives an 
outstanding 
performance in 
the important 
role of the 
Reverend Howard 
Phillips in 
“Serious Charge 
He has recently 
been seen at 

the Embassy and 
Q theatres 


* Wonderful Town ” 
Wenn! REUI low 

for that 

lavourite VU Sister kileen } 
Ruth and Eile 


went from Oho te 


chosen 


aS a musical pla 
be remembered 


living from New 


wrest 

York facet of that 
wonderful town shown to us is Greenwict 
Village, displayed with a bright 
istic brush 


impression 
Scenes succeed each other with 


Men 


Swilt leaps from pisode to ep sode 


Seriou 


Charge 


Wonderful Town 


Love is News 
As You Like It 


The Sign of the Cross 


Sacrifice to the Wind 
The Burning Boat 


Misery Me! 


Pat 
Kirkwood 
who has made 
a big hit in the 
role of Ruth 
Sherwood in 
the successful 
American musical 
Wonderful 
Town,” at the 
Princes, which 
is the theatre 

in which she 
made her first 
London appear 
ance as Dandini 
in 1937 


en, Shan 
Dennis 
lead and Sidney 
nd Colin Croft 
H.Ggs.M 


charm 


“Love is News” (N¢ 
/ IMOUR 
. a 


ly nD 


Papier ) ) I s ind 
Louis Ducreux, fi produced 
in Paris cribes in re shion the 


adventures of i who 1s 


champion cy 


front page news, in his quest for 
yortrayed on the back page 


J 
has fallen 1 love 


a debutant 
with whom he 


Every feature in the 





Virginia 
McKenna 
who gives a 
charming 
performa 
as Rosalind 
In the current 
Old Vic Season 
she appeared in 
Love's Labour's 
Lost” and is 
also to be seen 
as the Queen in 
Richard If 


Gerald 

Cross 

is seen here as 
Mendoza in 

Ihe Duenna”™ 

at the West 
minster, in which 
he scored a 

hit last year 


M 


Cross” 


in M 


“As You Like It” 


M" ANCHOLY reig 





Serious 
Charge” 


at the Garrick 





@ CCENES from Philip King’s new 

S play which opened on 17th Feb- 

ruary at the Garrick Theatre. The play 

is produced by Martin Landau with 

decor by Ronald Brown and is presented 
by H. J. Barlow. 








Echoes from Broadway 


New York Plays reviewed by our American 


Correspondent Mawby Green 


\v" LIAM INGI 
Little § ad I 


tion 

comedy 

opinion 

ck \¢ manag 
with the 

! ized 

but the depth and 7 1 credited 


to it they find la ng se | critical 


taining nn 


insight is charg 
though explained y y tha n this nirl y| ol student 
theatrically sterile S n n" ( iS ¢ ddl 


thankful for small m« ( opl ipressed 


Ihe structure o discov 


now storm torce group of bu 
take refuge 1 mall lunch 


yg ; still grateful tor 
he resum ! | 


rience with num 
at i 
, pas is an idult 
iding charact 
nb singer in a tenth 
club who has. been kidnapped 
rambuncthious young cowbdo who 
marry her wants no part of 
she wants a 
iS eventually 
nut before 
idmits she s 
ind sh 
she 


skilful 


how to 


down 
Innocens 
with n 
enough 

Kim Stank who was raised to stardom 
some months ago for her performance in the 
short-lived The Travelling Lady, refused the 
honour in this production, saying there wer 


several other parts equally as good as hers 

Kim Stanicy and Crahan Denton in a scene from the Nobody 
new Broadway hit * Bus Stop " by William Inge, which 

is reviewed in this page. Miss Stanley in action, for she is contributing 


belicves it now that they have seen 


10 





on since Judy 
town n Bor 


now on Sevel 


& 


dh / 


PD 


imbit t is 
Lith Hildezarde Neff and Don Ameche in Broadway's 
musical success, Cole Porter's Silk Stocking 
below 


latest 
reviewed 


Homolka 


underp ibands 


in now 


comedy-fantas 


star billing 


only twent 


Hilde 
! n Ames 


lovabl 


anon 


idvi 


mag 


J ICG UC ‘ 
d he appr 
: 


itic 


con 
In tt 

( lady love 
who has no better chance with the 
Jan Farrand, the third 
issociated with th 
Broadway p 


! ‘ 
l roved con pletely 


tw 
actress to be Red 


Blue ‘ ind 
role in its travel to 


1S 


lagging proce ding 
assured, but uccess. the fifth straig 


shapely les stockings kicking ponsors Feuer and Martir 


gs in long black 


bl 





New Shows Heviewed © onic late y Donald Watson 


* Sacrifice to the Wind” i gene lonesco, The 
OHN WHITINGS sonor rsion. of resun ntended t e symbolic, but 
J André Ob , Y ot fathor 
Stepher 
study ol tf 
who consistently di 
i nd mad 
Helena Hugl 


maid 


“ The Burning Boat R 
Siar iti il alll tiv moment nis I j 
play y Nichola Phipps ind Gecottr 
far too slender and disjoint 


I vening’s entertainment and 


withdrawal was not = surprising 


! W ad en tf nu 

Helena Hughes. who lave } or tw it 

enia. th young pt ( . Bruce Ir 

political expediency, | air « ince and 
nternati ly-famous violinist who find 
romance he Devon Music Festival wher 
he s the star attraction A newcom 
Marion Grimalk ilso made a most favour 
able impression as the girl he falls in 
with ind Diane Todd i spi ted 
ictre ind singer, was 
picture Anthea Askey re‘ 
of humour, and David Rees was in fin 
is Marryat, the old sailor Micha 
Ww regret 


ol wat 


* Misery Me!” 
ow fate of th 

undecided 
ther n fies! 
run tor tt 
turn of phr 
the produc 
into th 
de SIT 
desire 
young womal unning aw 
ot tw | i capital 
humo 
feeling san just 
other ) ction tak 

nn of p 
the innk 
Thi 

Stainton), villag ctor (Leonare 
An impression by Veronica Haigh of Dorothy Tutin the attractiv ine servant (f 
who plays the part of Saint Joan in * The Lark,’ 
Christopher Fry's eagerly-awaited translation of Jean 
Anouith’s controversial play ** Alogette,”’ now on tour Mitchell and George Cole and ¢ 


prior to coming to the Lyric, Hammersmith. The cast 
of “ The Lark,’ which is produced by Peter Brook, ind Colin Gordon as the young 


includes Laurence “Naismith, Michael Goodliffe, Leo the warring moguls obvious! 
McKern, Donald Pleasence, David Bird and Richard ; . : 


Johnson line 





bring their quota of philosopl 





by 
Campbell 
Williams 


June 


Jul 
11 


in which 

Mr. Williams 
succintly sets 
forth his 
experiences at 
the Arts Theatre 
since he took 
over from 

Alec Clunes 


months at the 
xactly ll a single 
WORLD, presents two. pri 
t give a list of titles of tl 


sented, or else I go int 
suditorlum 3m 
1 ’ hook bor n eis ; 
young ‘ ) oObdV 
October 


ther of these will do, so 
compromise and give you 


the year on each producti 


wn private diary, so he: 


i 
December 1953 { London Actress. A 


product ilf the old management a: ciation 
! i wu new which bridges that awkw financial re 
nhanding-ov 
January 1954 Of all the plays under 
ideratior Crime and Punishment 


period 


uitable and we really 
ts thirty-four characters and vey t< 
scenes It is quite Impossit December 
What play do we do? ‘ ; round u 
hment, and John Fernald wor | fraid 
our tiny stage with ac January 1955 
dressing | a p ndelk 
p 
have i comedy 
Secretary Lovely } | full 
Richard Wordswort! lebruary Bb 
I hie Gi 
lding Qne of my 
Spl ndid | roduct« 


most effective num 


ihanted completely live 
think we can truthfully 
done justice to this beautif 
John Fernald nor th ick 
wrong 
Sun Room. \t only goes to 
inting it can be to put on 1 








COBSS=TS 


Pat Kirkwood Sing the hits 
Shani Wallis from 


9 + Wonderful Town’ 


Dennis Bowen , 


Ohio; Wrong note rag - - 


One hundred easy ways; Swing! 
A quiet girl; it’s love; 
A little bit in love 
7” EXTEND! 
Ohio; One hundred easy ways; 
A quiet girl; it's love; The wrong note rag 
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B. J. SIMMONS & CO LTD 


Ihe Premier Costumiers to the Professional and Amateur Stages 


SPECIALISTS IN 


Jeriod Costumes 


FOR NEARLY A CENTURY 


TTP 


Ten 


Postal Enquiries to 
7 and 8 KING STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON, W.C.2 


Personal Calls to: 25 SHELTON STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone: Temple Bar 5568 
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Ruth and 
rive In 


Eileen Sher 
Greenwich Vil 
New Y ork City to seek 

ir fortune, and meet some of 
e odd personalities Chris 
treet Among them 1s 

1s (David Hurst 

ght) an unscrupulous 

m whom they inno 


i Dasement re 


in 


OM 
Hou k 


Ste! discov 
f n they go 
t, not the least 
of the subway 
rneatn ind 


er 
Ss WI 


ome 
Which 
wish they were 
L to R: Wreck 
famous foot 
befriends the girls 
with an interloper 
Ruth (Pat Kirk 

n (Shani Wallis) 


Visitors 


Wonderful Town” 


é ATEST American musical to reach 

London, “ Wonderful Town ” is 
based on the play “ My Sister Eileen,” by 
Joseph Fields and Jerome Chodoroy and 
the stories of Ruth McKenney. With music 
by Leonard Bernstein, lyrics by Betty 
Comden and Adolph Green and sets and 
costumes by Raoul Pene du Bois, “ Wonder- 
ful Town” is a lively and attractive show 
and doubly welcome because, like “ The 
King and I,” English stars have been chosen 





] £ 


1 


. 
; 


at 


at the Princes Theatre 


for the leading roles. Pat Kirkwood gives 
one of the best performances of her career 
and Shani Wall's confirms the high hopes 
inspired by her first appearance on the 
musical stage in “ Call Me Madam.” Sidney 
James was seen in “Kiss Me Kate” and 
has made many film appearances. “ Won- 
derful Town” has been most ably directed 
by Richard Bird and is presented over here 
by Jack Hylton. 


The show is set in the 1930's. 





. 
5 
LS 
»™ 


scene in Robert Bakers edit 
rial office His associat editors 
sing with him the clever number 
What a waste' Ruth whose 
ambition 1s to become a writer 
nagazine stories, finally gets her 
self an interview with Baker. / 
R: Robert Crane, Dennis Bowen 

ind Michael Kent 


As the Editor reads Ruth's 
coloured romantic tales 
aloud, the stories are enact for 
our amusement and in 
Kirkwood appears as the glamor 
ous heroine of her imagination 
In the picture on the left she 
seen as a big game hunter involved 


1 


in the eternal triangk 











: 
. 


the field clear for Eileen, the un 
issignment to a shipyard to intervi 

mon in difficulties because they 
long she has them singing ance 


Belov Ruth has been followed back to Christopher Street by th 


cadets 


on dancing the Conga, start a near-riot which brings the police on the scene 


irk sends Rutt 
Brazilian navy 


The finale 


nsisting 
| 
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Act 








Rutt 
Swing! 
y in Cnrristopn 





Dout 
trick that 
£Ot talent 


Out the mart 
of lact Ruth f 
uit f¢ , 


cr 
ind It diff} 
il hey rue 
leeling 











Whispers from 
the Wings by Looker-on 


Pegzy Mount as Mis. Hornett V n i c London Melvill 
Was f th onnaught Theat: 
ee MOUNT Mi 
t} we , 


n the We 
She dar 
occupied her 
ven thor 

ipidly 
ind faith tn 


filrm off 


nv Til 





“Sailor Beware!” 


be new comedy by Philip King and Falkland Cary bids fair to rival 
all the other record-breaking comedies of the last few years and has 
created a new star in Peggy Mount whose brilliant performance is delighting 
packed audiences at the Strand Theatre. Philip King, author of that 
other popular comedy “ On Monday Next,” is also the author of “ Serious 
Charge” at the Garrick, an excellent straight play, pictures of which 
appear earlier in this issue, demonstrating the versatility of this playwright. 
“ Sailor Beware!” which is presented in the West End by Jack Waller, 
by arrangement with Send Manor Trust Ltd., is directed by Melville Gillam, 
with setting by Michael Eve, and was fully reviewed in last month’s issue 



































The Bohemian Boy 


Eric Johns tells 
the story of 
Otakar Kraus, a 
jeading baritone 
with the Covent 
Garden Opera 
Company 


/ Otakar Kraus as him 

self and ght an impression 

of this fine baritone as Nick 

Shadow in “The Rake’'s 

Progress," from «a = sketch 
by Milein Cosman 


p* Ac, i} pital of one i ind the ind Alfred Piccaver in roles that nad made 
loveliest iwodu t f } or} was them famous 
the birthplace takar Krau r or With memories of their glorious voice 
two befor World War By ringing in his ears, he went to Milan t 
time he had reacl ic age of 18 he had study with Fernando Carpi, who had once 
devi loped in uncommonly fim baritone sung with the lc gendary D« Stinn, and by the 
voice and determined to make every ACTifice time he was 28 he was pronounced ready 
and work day and nig ! al for the operatic fray and made his debut 
Opera singer as Amonasro in Aida at Bratislava, wher: 
Essentially a lover leatre he also appeared in a number of Smetana 
wanted to become an actor-singel ) interpret operas ind sang Rigoletto and the Elder 
the colourful roles of the Wagner and Verdi Germont in La Traviata After a season 
opera H ilso wanted to travel and Brno he was engaged as guest-artist in h 
perform in the leading opera houses of the native Prague 
world, following the footstey of that great By then the war clouds were gathering 
dramat oprano, Emmy Destinn, who had darkly over Central I urope so he lt 
been born in Prague thirty ears btetore Czechoslovakia for what has since 
him and ultimately reigned as a Queen of to be permanent exile London firs 
Song on botl d ) e Atlant Hy him Ja Pomeroy’s production 
never had the good fortun ‘ her sing Sorochinizi. Fair at the Savoy 


but emarKk ible pleas nz qu ilit of his baritone 


while still a 1 Carl Rosa contract Singing 
widow had for the first time he was particularly 
in 1 lying ful a Dr Miracle in thei production 
She was the t The Tale of Hotimans ind sang Scary 
Butterfl to the Tosca of Joan Hammond ni 
ind Scott cast 80 times 
down ry Then car is first created rd] 
was chosen by Benjamin Britt 
larquinius at the first performan 
R ipe of} Lucretia at Glyndebourn 
ird show that The Rape is the most 
1) n ent ever y | could ill modern British operas, witl 
ifford on ge » to bo u! ¢ } ind that Mr. Kraus has ip ired in 
the Czech opera houses « rague iring his 100 performances Tarquinius certainly pu 
student days H bo Elisabeth him on the operatic map and Emmy Destinn 
Rethterg ind Dusolina Giannin is Aida had she been alive would have been proud 
ind such celebrated singers as Maria Jeritza of the admiration this Bohemian boy wor 
Jarmila Novotna, Max Lorenz, Tino Pattiera n Britain After singing Lockit in Britten’ 


30 








sation of The Beve 
in Albert Herrine 
ng of a sensation 


in JThe Ringe. now niversal Otakar 
Kraus as he 
regarded is in interpretation without i appears in 
qual in the world After singing irpia four of his 
leading 
the Tosca of Hilde Zadek and Klingsor roles. 
n Parsifal, he was invited to join the Covent thove, I 
R Tar 
quinius in 
Ihe Rape 
of Lucre 
cepted, and since 1951 has delighted tia,’ King 
Fisher in 

with his 


expressive singing and ‘The Mid 
interpretations of such parts a summer 
: Marriage,” 

in kidelio Orest in Elektra the 


and Johan 


Wozzeck, Kurvenal in Tristan and aan in 
Salome.”’ 
par in Der Frieschitz, Jokanaat R 


Garden Opera Company as a permanent 


us 
ome. Diomede in Troilus and Cre la Scarpia in 


in The Midsummer La Tosca 

He was particularly happ 

Shadow in the 

Stravi y's opera, The 
the ice Theatre 


\ re 


raus con! 


two he has no 
al and the finest 
Otello He fascinated 
le interpretation of tremend 
which is why Amforta 
the pure man with a 
yr death For the same 1 
ng Rigoletto, the tragic under 
Flying Dutchman, who, though 
ind half Satan, still turns to H 
salvation 
When Mr Kraus studies a part 
discover its human aspect, even 
haracter be a demi-god That 





Mousetrap” 


at the Ambassadors 


@ HESE scenes from Agatha 

Christie’s murder thriller are 
a reminder that she has two success- 
ful plays now running in the West 
End (“* Witness for the Prosecution ” 
was withdrawn recently), and that 
“The Mousetrap” will reach its 
1.000th performance on 22nd April. 
Ihe part of Trotter was originally 

played by Richard Attenborough. 





Spider's 
Web” 


at the Savoy 


es S‘ ENES — from 

~~) Agatha Christie's 
comedy-thriller now en- 
joying a great success at 
the Savoy. Presented by 
Peter Saunders and direc- 
ted by Wallace Douglas 
with décor by Michael 
Weight, the play is note- 
worthy in that it brought 
Margaret Lockwood to 
the West End. Miss 
Lockwood has scored a 
big triumph as Clarissa, 
whose inability to tell 
the truth leads her to be 

suspected of murder. 


rigi Ihe opening 

scen n th Hailshan 
Brow! drawing-room at 
Coppleston Court in 
Kent Sir Rowland De 
laha ye (Clarissa § vuard 
ian, and his friend Hugo 
Birch while away a rainy 
afternoon vith i Wine 
tasting contest [he score 
is being y Jeremy 
Warrender, another guest 
the house 

larissa Hail 

ywn (Margaret 

od) Jer my 

Eason) Hugo 

Scott) and Sir 

lix Aylmer 


ster 

(Mar 

highly 

| mely im 
aginative child, shows Sir 
Rowland and Hugo the 


of paper she has 


SCTal ) 
found in a secret drawer 
in the writing desk 

are a little puzzled that ; 
paper containing | 
some iutogr iphs 

be hidden in such « 
Pippa has also discovere 
a Secret entrance through 


the hbookcas 








rye AAAs SA dish eee 


Ln 





} 


" 
we 





Pippa discovers her stepmother in conversation 
with Oliver Costello (Charles Morgan) Her 
mother had run away with him and Pippa, 
hearing that he wants to take her away, breaks 
into a fit of hysterics Costello ts shown off the 
premises by Mildred Later, however, he re 
turns and while searching the writing-desk is 
murdered by someone coming through the 


secret passage 


34 





Nnsists on 
vegetables 


the household 
Rowland Hug 
Jeremy ica fi | 
: club for ion 
but! 

Extreme rig 
Monckton as 

itie 


Clarissa, believing Pippa responsible, hides 
the body When the police unexpectedly 
arrive, in answer to a mysterious ‘phone call 
she innocently shows them over the hous¢ 


L to R: Constable Jones (Desmond Llew 
elyn) and Inspector Lord (Campbell Singer) 





Mildred 


tnere ile 


desperately 


to show them 


the Insp 


, 


ctor 
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EES 


ep tPRIERES? 


3rFe 
ne 











) ‘ sf 
NST 


found hidden 

pl rignt 
iS writing In in 
Meantime he 


( larissa 


] 


[he paper | studied closely 
and they find Costello 
name in the list which, from 
their knowledge of him 
uggests that the n urder had 
something to do with the 
drug traffic Meantime the 
has disappeared—a 
f Miuldred’s to 
time 


Si Rowland ind Cl 
now realise that in 


Pippa’s hysterical confession 
tl child had nothing to do 
vith the murder but possibly 

w the murderer and that 
she therefore might be in 
danger I he » leave her 
sicep \ 
hough it would be unfair to 
divulge the solution, suffi 
cient to say the murderer 1s 
ultimately found trying to 

smother Pippa and 1s 


brought to justice 


nz on the sofa ind 





A 


lippett's new opera, * The Midsummer Marriage.” / 
Ancients, and (in foreground) Otakar Kraus as King Fisher 


scene from Act | of Michael 
as Bella, Michael Langdon and Edith Coates as the 


Creative Artists in the Theatre 
by 
Barbara Hepworth 


Elizabethe H C Corathiel 


Mnasis in th mark 


Bae final not ft er om 
iD! Ww lippett opera The Midsummer 
Vari th décor! 


rm at ovent Garden 1s on 
| conds bettors curtain fall 


upon th 


tn memorable scen 


same time i tridut 


Barbara Hepworth 


modern 


ind in 


tlect Ther 
nsembl princip 


handled with 


R Adele Leigh 


( 


13 





(reative Artists in the Theatre fort 
ind cd ptn 
n tops on colour | 


Saga-heroe 
mon 





un 
mundane 
illusion 
M , nm 

Covent ert lv h ill the he Hepworth y changing pla 
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Gertrude Lawrence, ‘ as London tast saw her at the Aldwych Theatre in Daphne du Maurier’s * September 
Tide in 1949, and n with Yul Brynner in * The King and 1,"" in which she was appearing on Broadway at 
the time of her tragic death on 6th September 1952, at the age of 54 
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{S SOLE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
KUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF 
MUSIC FESTIVALS 
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MCKETS -= ACCOMMODATION -= TRAVEL 
for all leading European Festivals 
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A Speedy Grease Paint Remover 


a specially compounded nign quany 
jelicately perfumed preparation which 
not only saves time by removing grease 


paint quickly and 
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Removes. Make-up Quickly ¢ Easily 
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Fnauiries to the Sole Distributors, W B. Cartwright 
Ltd Manufacturing Chemists, Rawdon, Leeds 
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Now released for amateur production 
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